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SUBJECT: OPIC SPONSORED ARABIAN INVESTMENT MISSION (AIM) 

1. OPIC WOULD LIKE, SUBJECT TO EMBASSY CONCURRENCE, TO 
INCLUDE KUWAIT IN A PRIVATE INVESTMENT MISSION IT PLANS 
TO SPONSOR TO TUNISIA, EGYPT, JORDAN, SAUDI ARABIA, AND KU- 
WAUIT DURING THE LATTER PART OF FEBRUARY. THE MISSION WOULD 
CONSIST OF APPROXIMATELY 30 SENIOR CORPORATE OFFICERS OF U.S. 
COMPANIES WHICH ARE INTERESTED IN CONSIDERING IN- 
VESTMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE MISSION COULD BE SPLIT 
INTO TWO SECTIONS WITH 15 MEMBERS TO KUWAIT AND 15 TO SAUDI 
ARABIA. THE PURPOSE OF THE MISSION WOULD BE TO ASSIST THE 
CORPORATE OFFICERS IN IDENTIFYING INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
BY PROVIDING THEM WITH APPROXIMATELY THREE DAYS OF 
BRIEFINGS IN EACH COUNTRY BY SENIOR HOST GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS, EMBASSY OFFICIALS, AND LOCAL BUSINESSMEN ON 
THE REGULATIONS RELATING TO FOREIGN INVESTMENT, LOCAL 
INVESTMENT INCENTIVES, INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES, AND THE 
OVERALL CLIMATE FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENT. THE MISSION 
WOULD SPEND ABOUT TWO DAYS TRAVELING AS A GROUP TO 
MEETINGS WHERE THE GROUP WOULD BE ADDRESSED BY LOCAL 
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CONFERENCES THE MEMBERS OF THE MISSION WOULD WANT TO 
SCHEDULE FOR THEMSELVES. IT IS NOT AMONG AIM'S OBJECTIVES 
TO RAISE THE QUESTION OF AN OPIC PROGRAM IN KUWAIT. 

2. ONE IMPORTANT CONCEPT OF THE MISSION IS THE DESIRE TO 
FACILITATE JOINT VENTURE PRIVATE INVESTMENTS IN THE 
LESSER DEVELOPED ARAB COUNTRIES BY MEMBERS OF THE MISSION 
AND ARAB INVESTMENT ORGANIZATIONS, LIKE THE KUWAIT FUND 
AND THE KUWAIT INVESTMENT COMPANY. ALSO MARRIAGE OF U.S. 
TECHNOLOGY AND CAPITAL WITH ARAB CAPITAL IN THE LESS 
DEVELOPED ARAB AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES WOULD PROMOTE USG 
OBJECTIVES, IN AIDING THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES BY MEANS 
OTHER THAN WITH U.S. TAX DOLLARS; IT WOULD TEND TO INDUCE 
WORLD MONETARY STABILITY; AND IT WOULD PROVIDE ATTRACTIVE 
USES FOR EXCESS ARAB OIL FUNDS. OPIC MISSION WOULD HOPE 
THAT, BY TIME OF ITS VISIT IN FEBRUARY 1975, SPECIFICS 

OF COOPERATIVE PROGRAM OUTLINED IN STATE 200432 WOULD BE VALID 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION WITH KUWAITIS. 

3. BILL BIRD, PRESIDENT OF ROHR INTERNATIONAL, WILL BE 
THE WORKING HEAD OF THE MISSSION WITH THE TITLE OF 
COORDINATOR. BIRD AND/OR CARL MIDDLETON, OPIC DIRECTOR OF 
INSURANCE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA REGION, PLAN TO CALL 
ON ABDUL LATIF AL- HAMAD, DIRECTOR OF THE KUWAIT FUND, 

HAMZA ABBAS HUSSEIN, GOVERNOR OF THE CENTRAL BANK, DURING 
UPCOMING IBRD/IMF MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON. 

4. BIRD AND MIDDLETON PLAN TO TRAVEL TO THE RESPECTIVE 
COUNTRIES IN LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER TO 

MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MISSION. EMBASSY CONCURRENCE 
IS REQUESTED FOR SUCH TENTATIVE TRAVEL PLANS WHICH WILL 
BE DETAILED AFTER MEETING WITH VARIOUS OFFICIALS AT THE 
IBRD/IMF ANNUAL MEETING. 

5. REQUEST EMBASSY BRING MESSAGE TO ATTENTION OF DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER. 
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